PREVENT           What is the Prevent Duty?
The Prevent strategy was published by the Government in 2011 and is part of the Government's overall counter-terrorism strategy known as "CONTEST". The aim of the Prevent strategy is to reduce the threat to the UK from terrorism by stopping people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. 
 The Prevent strategy addresses all forms of terrorism and prioritises according to the threat levels individuals and groups pose to national security. The Government and Security Services deem the most significant of these threats to currently be from terrorist organisations in Syria and Iraq, and Al- Qaeda associated groups. However, it must be noted terrorists associated with the extreme right also pose a continued threat to national safety and security. 
 
The Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015 places a duty on specified authorities, (which are local authorities, police, prisons, young offender institutions, providers of probation services, schools, colleges, universities and NHS bodies) to have “due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”.  THIS IS THE PREVENT DUTY. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This involves
· Responding to the ideological challenge of terrorism
· Preventing people from being drawn into terrorism
· Working with sectors and institutions where there are risks of radicalisation.
The new duty has arisen as a result of the terrorism threat level being increased to severe in August 2014, and recent attacks in Paris, Sydney, Ottawa and Woolwich. 500 Brits are currently known to be fighting in Syria and 40 plots have been foiled since 7/7.
In Gloucestershire there are regularly Prevent referrals from all districts, of individuals vulnerable to being radicalised into extremism of various forms, including domestic extremism. Extremism is classed as:
 
 “Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs”.
 
Specified authorities must:
· Assess risk of radicalisation in their area or institution (using the Counter Terrorism Local Profile)
· Develop an action plan to reduce this risk
· Train staff to recognise radicalisation and extremism
· Work in partnership with other partners
· Establish referral mechanisms and refer people to Channel
· Maintain records and reports to show compliance 
Local authorities specifically must also:
· Co-ordinate Prevent using multi agency groups (we have the County Prevent Partnership, hosted by the University of Gloucestershire)
· Establish responsible booking policies for public venues
· Refrain from working with extremist organisations 
 

